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Advice for Farm Operators During Periods of High Water
With seasonal high water and flooding events upon us, the Regional District wishes to advise those who operate farm and other agricultural operations about the following considerations:
· Cattle producers in the flood plain should investigate the availability of alternative livestock accommodation on higher ground. Consider moving some cattle in the days leading up to potential flooding. 

· Put together a list of people, including livestock haulers, who can assist on short notice in the event of evacuation. 

· All cattle should have positive identification and a record kept of the identification in case animals from different herds have to share a relocation site. 

· Keep a supply of materials such as rope, sandbags, plywood, plastic sheeting and lumber handy for emergency waterproofing. 

· Protect farm equipment, feed and hay supplies; move to high ground, where possible. 

· Remove all chemicals and store away from any flood levels. Pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers may cause pollution and even poisoning. 

· Move all fuel and fertilizer to higher ground.  

· Ensure that your wellhead is protected by a surface seal and a cap to prevent downward movement of water and contaminants. Be ready to turn off the electricity to your well pump just prior to the flood. 

· Abandoned water wells should be plugged. A qualified well driller registered with the Ministry of Environment must be hired to plug a well. 

· Shut off electrical power to areas where flooding is imminent. 

· Keep in mind that hay may catch fire after it has been flooded. High priority areas should consider storing hay away from buildings in the event that the hay storage catches fire after the flood waters have receded. 

· Propane and fuel storage containers should have their valves closed and the tanks should be chained to a secure anchor. 

· Secure copies of insurance policies and other essential farm documents. 

If your farm is above a flood plain, you should: 

• Have enough feed on hand to last for at least a month as suppliers may not be able to access some roads. 

• Make sure that you have adequate bedding material, supplies, medications, etc. on hand for an extended period. 

• Purchase extra fuel in case of prolonged power disruptions and ensure that it is safely stored. 

• Be prepared where possible to assist other livestock producers who may have to evacuate from the flood plain.

For more information on emergency preparedness, including how to prepare a 72 hour emergency kit, visit the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George website at www.rdffg.bc.ca or call 1-800-667-1959.










