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On behalf of the Board of Directors it is my pleasure to present this 
publication commemorating our 50th Anniversary. The Regional 
District of Fraser-Fort George (RDFFG) was established in March 
1967. It was a time of rapid growth in British Columbia as forestry 
and other resource industries were expanding. The Province of 
B.C. created regional districts to give better representation for rural 
residents and a way to provide and share in the costs of services 
such as hospitals, drinking water and fire protection in an efficient 
and equitable manner. 

Today the RDFFG provides more than 90 local government services 
ranging from 9-1-1, emergency and solid waste management to fire 
protection and land use planning.  The Board is guided by strategic 
priorities that include community sustainability, climate change, 
economic diversification, First Nations relations and Solid Waste 
Management. 

In a 1968 newspaper article, the Chair of the Regional District, 
George MacAndrew, wrote about the importance of mutual 
relationships, which he felt were more important than the 
individual positions.  “With understanding and cooperation in 
all deliberations, the successful development of the district 
can therefore be brought about for the well-being of its 
people.   The Regional concept of local government is such 
that the scope of its activities knows no bounds,” he wrote. 

Those thoughts still hold true today.  I would like to extend 
my thanks to all past Board members, staff, volunteers and 
residents of the Regional District who have worked to build 
the strong and vibrant region we 
enjoy today.

We look forward to the next 50 
years as we work together with 
our partners to help build strong 
communities throughout the 
Regional District of Fraser-Fort 
George.

Art Kaehn, Chair 
Regional District of Fraser-Fort 
George First Chair of the Regional 

District - Paul Klotz 1967
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Our History
Prior to 1965, rural areas in British Columbia did not 
have a uniform local government structure and relied 
on British Columbia (through its various Ministries) 
or incorporated local improvement districts to 
access basic services such as community water or 
fire protection. In areas that did have a municipal 
government structure there was no effective way to 
coordinate the service needs of multiple jurisdictions 
or to resolve inter-jurisdictional issues. The solution 
chosen by British Columbia was the creation of 
regional districts. Today, all of British Columbia is 
divided into regional districts with the exception of 
the most northwest part of the province, known as 
the Stikine region.

Incorporation
The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George was 
incorporated on March 8, 1967.  It is one of twenty-
seven regional districts in British Columbia. 

Regional districts provide:

•	 services in rural areas;
•	 joint or shared services in municipalities and 

rural areas;
•	 administrative services including capital 

borrowing for its members; and
•	 the political forum for local government policy 

matters.

The RDFFG Board of Directors consists of fourteen 
elected officials. Seven are appointed by their 
municipal councils and seven are directly elected 
to the board from within the electoral areas  of the 
RDFFG.

Over 94,000 people reside within the RDFFG’s 
boundaries.  The Regional District occupies 50,676 
square kilometres, more than one and a half times 
the size of Vancouver Island. 

Four municipalities and seven electoral areas 
comprise the RDFFG:

•	 City of Prince George
•	 District of Mackenzie
•	 Village of Valemount
•	 Village of McBride
•	 Electoral Area A (Salmon River-Lakes)
•	 Electoral Area C (Chilako River-Nechako)
•	 Electoral Area D (Tabor Lake-Stone Creek)
•	 Electoral Area E (Woodpecker-Hixon)
•	 Electoral Area F  (Willow River-Upper Fraser 

Valley)
•	 Electoral Area G (Crooked River-Parsnip)
•	 Electoral Area H (Robson Valley-Canoe)
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Fraser–Fort George Regional 
Hospital District
The Fraser-Fort George Regional Hospital District 
(RHD) was also established in 1967, and shares the 
same boundaries, directors and staff as the Regional 
District of Fraser-Fort George.  Principal health 
facilities operated by the Northern Health Authority 
within the RHD boundaries are:

- University Hospital of Northern B.C. (UHNBC)
- Mackenzie and District Hospital
- McBride and District Hospital
- Valemount Health Centre

The RHD shares in the capital funding for health 
facilities and medical equipment within its boundaries.

Over the past five years, the Fraser-Fort George 
Regional Hospital District has contributed over $8 
million in capital funding to the Northern Health 
Authority.  Photos of some of the capital projects 
and equipment the Regional Hospital District helped 
fund over the years are shown below.

Immunohistochemistry Analyzer - HistologyChemical Analyzer - Haematology

Mass Spectrometer - Microbiology

Construction of the new addition at UHNBC
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1960’s and 1970’s
The first meeting of the Regional District Board of 
Directors took place on March 30, 1967 at the offices 
of the Northern Interior Health Unit, at which time 
Councilor Paul Klotz from the District of Mackenzie 
was elected Chairman.  Members of the Regional 
District inaugural Board in 1967 included:  

Paul Klotz (Chair) Mackenzie    
Garvin Dezell Prince George 
Hilliard Clare Prince George 
Ralph Lebans Valemount 
Helen Blackman McBride 
George McAndrew Area A (Salmon River-Lakes) 
George Finsterle Area B (South Fort George) 
Donald Duffy Area C (Chilako River-Nechako) 
William Seaton Area D (Tabor Lake-Stone Creek) 
R. Lube Area E (Woodpecker-Hixon) 
Harold Mann Area F (Willow River-
 Upper Fraser Valley) 
Nancy Middleton Area G (Crooked River-Parsnip) 
Ellis Blackman Area H (Robson Valley-Canoe)

George Gibbon served as acting Secretary for the 
Regional District for the first few monthly meetings.  
By September G.S. (Stu) Fleming was appointed 
as the Regional District’s Secretary-Treasurer, the 
position now called ‘Chief Administrative Officer’.  By 
September a small office was rented in the Victoria 
Medical building.   Some months later, the Regional 
District’s second employee was hired – Alan Soutar, 
a planner, at the salary of $14,000 per year.  His first 
task was to prepare an overall land use plan for the 
new Regional District.  

Regional issues of the day reported in local 
newspapers included funding for hospitals, safe 
water supply for Giscome, flooding in Dome Creek 
and advocating for the maintenance of Highway 16 
east of McBride which had ‘been graded down to 
mud’ and become ‘practically impassable’.   The 
Regional District’s expenditures for 1968 were 
$108,690.  

Chairman George MacAndrew addresses the 1968 Board of Directors of the 
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
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During the first two decades of the Regional District’s 
history, fire protection services were established in 
Buckhorn, Pineview, Salmon Valley and Bear Lake.  
Funding to operate and equip the volunteer agencies 
is raised through taxation from only the residents 
benefiting from each service.  

Area B (formerly South Fort George) was eliminated 
in 1975 when the City of Prince George expanded its 
boundaries to include the area. 

The Recreation function was established in 1975 
to assist community associations in Electoral 
Areas to provide recreation within their program 
boundaries.  Today participants in the Recreation 
service are Electoral Areas A (Salmon River-
Lakes), C  (Chilako River-Nechako), D  (Tabor 
Lake-Stone Creek), E  (Woodpecker-Hixon) and, 
F (Willow River-Upper Fraser Valley).

The Area H (Robson Valley-Canoe) Arenas Function 
was established in 1974.  The original purpose of this 
service was to provide for payment of debt charges 
incurred prior to 1982 for the McBride and Valemount 
ice arenas.  When the debt was retired the function 
provided an operating subsidy for both arenas.

In 1976 Ness Lake Regional Park opened, the first 
regional park in the Regional District.  Berman Lake 
Regional Park was established in 1979.  Over the next 
few years Wilkins, Harold Mann, Koeneman, George 
Hicks, Giscome Portage, Cedarside, McMillan Creek 
and John Dahl Parks were added.  Kristian Winther, 
the newest regional park, opened in 2003.   Today 
the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George operates 
eleven regional day-use 
parks encompassing a total 
of 330 hectares.

The Bear Lake Community 
Commission was established 
in 1978.  The Commission 
oversees services such as 
street lighting, the water 
system, cemetery, recreation 
facilities, ambulance station 
and fire protection for 
approximately 300 residents.

John Dahl Regional Park, Mackenzie

Robson Valley Recreation Centre
Grizzly (Mandy McMinn 
photo)



1980’s
In the 1980’s fire protection services were established 
in Beaverly, Valemount, McBride, Ferndale/Tabor, 
Hixon, Ness Lake and Red Rock/Stoner.   

Another highlight in this decade was the establishment 
of the Mackenzie and Prince George Library Service.  
Access to library services is provided to all residents 
in the region except Area H through arrangements 
with the Prince George and Mackenzie Public 
Libraries.  A similar service was established in 1983 
allowing residents of Area H access to library services 
in McBride and Valemount.

Also in the 1980’s the Regional District began 
operating the Tabor Lake community sewer system 
and the Valemount and District TV Rebroadcasting 
Service was established.

In April 1984 the Regional District moved from 
its offices on the top floor at 1777-3rd Avenue to a 
larger office at Queensway and Fourth Avenue.  The 
Regional District had a photocopier that filled an 
entire room.  It took 16 men to move it using ramps 
as there was no elevator in the building.

Hixon Volunteer Fire Department

Williston Lake
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Koeneman Park (Matthew Wheeler photo)
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1990’s
The 1990’s saw the start 
of many new services 
and responsibilities for 
the Regional District.  Fire 
protection services were 
established in Shell-
Glen and Pilot Mountain.  
Community halls were 
established in Sinclair Mills, 
Nukko Lake and Reid Lake.

Other services that began in the 1990’s:

•	 The Robson Valley TV Rebroadcasting Service 
was established to provide an operating grant 
to the Robson Valley Entertainment Association 
which owns and operates properly licensed 
equipment in the McBride area for the purpose 
of rebroadcasting television signals to the Village 
of McBride and a portion of Area H (Robson 
Valley-Canoe).

•	 The Dome Creek/Crescent Spur Telephone 
Service was established to assist in providing 
telephone service to the Dome Creek/Crescent 
Spur area by paying to Telus the local share 
of project construction costs that would have 
otherwise been borne by individual property 
owners in the area being serviced.

•	 The Bear Lake Recreation Facilities Service 
was set up to provide for the operation and 
maintenance of the Bear Lake Community Hall, 
skating rink, ball diamonds and other recreational 
facilities in the community.  And in 1997, the Bear 
Lake Ambulance Station was constructed for the 
community of Bear Lake.  All operating costs 
associated for the ambulance station other than 
heating and electricity costs that are paid by BC 
Ambulance are recovered through monthly lease 
payments charged to the Province of BC.

•	 Following an extensive planning process that 
began in 1991 and approval by BC Environment 
and the Regional Board of Stage 1 and Stage 
2 Regional Solid Waste Management Plans the 
Solid Waste Management Local Service was 
established by bylaw.  The Region District began 
implementation of the new programs in 1994.  
Highlights of the new program included: 

- establishment of the Regional District’s 
Environmental Services Department;

- establishment of a three-year contract with 
the private sector to operate a region-wide 
multi-material recycling program;

- transfer of responsibility for the Foothills 
Boulevard and Mackenzie Landfills from 
the member municipalities to the Regional 
District;

Bear Lake Ambulance Station

RDFFG logo
from 1997 Mt. Robson (Matthew Wheeler photo)



- introduction of a user-pay system for the 
disposal of solid waste at the Foothills facility; 

- development of an environmental monitoring 
program at the Foothills Boulevard Regional 
Landfill including installation of groundwater 
monitoring wells and the first component of 
a passive gas management system;

- introduction of a large scale yard and garden 
waste composting program at the Foothills 
facility;

- continued support for home composting 
through subsidized home composter sales 
and establishment of a partnership with the 
Recycling Environmental Action Planning 
Society to operate a compost demonstration 
garden in Prince George.
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Foothills Boulevard 
Regional Landfill
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Quinn Street Transfer Station - Prince George

‘Yubie’ was the 
name of the 
Regional District’s 
owl mascot 
introduced in 
the mid 1990’s.  
‘Yubie’, meaning 
‘you be the one 
to reduce, re-use 
and recycle, was 
named by a five-year old girl from Prince George 
whose name for the mascot was chosen in a 
region-wide contest.
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2000’s
The Tete Jaune Community Hall service was established in 2000, 
allowing for the operation and maintenance of the hall.   The 
facility is used for events such as dinners, meetings, special 
occasions and community and private functions.

In 2000 the Regional District moved from its offices at Fourth 
Avenue and Queensway into its current three-storey building at 
155 George Street.  The building won an Award of Recognition 
from the Canadian Wood Council for the use of wood in its 
construction.    

In 2001, the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George voluntarily 
entered into a delegation agreement with the Agricultural Land 
Commission.  This delegation agreement allows the Regional 
District Board to make decisions on certain non-farm use 
and subdivision Agricultural Land Reserve applications.  This 
provides the Regional District an ability to oversee the review 
and consideration process and increase local autonomy and 
responsibility for community development by utilizing local 
knowledge to better meet provincial objective of preserving 
valuable agricultural lands within the context of local priorities.  
The Regional District is still one of the only local governments 
that has the ability to make decisions locally through a delegation 
agreement. 

A Protocol and 
Memorandum of 
Understanding on 
cooperation and 
communication was 
signed in July 2002 
by the Regional 
District and the 
Lheidli T’enneh First 
Nation in a ceremony 
at the Lheidli T’enneh 
cemetery in Prince 
George.

In 2002 the Dome 
Creek Recreation 

(L to R) Daphe Nicolson, Executive Assistant, 
McLeod Lake Indian Band, Chief Harley Chingee, 
McLeod Lake Indian Band, Colin Kinsley, Chair, 
RDFFG, Bob Long, Administrator, RDFFG

(L to R) back row: RDFFG Chair Colin Kinsley, 
Cst. Andrea Ballus, Lheidli T’enneh Chief Barry 
Seymour. Front row:  RDFFG Administrator Anne 
Hogan, Lheidli T’enneh Councillor Vanessa West

Regional District Managers, Directors and 
construction staff pose outside the building at 
155 George Street as it was being constructed 
in October 1999

Facility service was established to provide 
for the operation and maintenance of a 
recreation facility to serve the community 
of Dome Creek.  The facility is also home 
to the Lena Schultz Reading Room, a 
local library service supported by the 
McBride Library.    

The Regional Grants-In-Aid service was 
established in 2003.  Annual grants are 
provided to:

- Fraser Basin Council
- Prince George Treaty Advisory 

Committee
- Prince George Air Quality 

Management Plan

A protocol agreement on Treaty 8 
severalty lands between the McLeod 
Lake Indian Band and the RDFFG was 
signed in December 2003.   
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In the early morning of November 28, 2006 a 
sprinkler system pipe in the second floor ceiling of 
the Regional District office building at 155 George 
Street burst and flooded the first and second floors.  
It would take several months to clean up the mess 
and repair the damage.  The Regional District was 
fully operational within a couple of days thanks to 
the IT staff from the City of Prince George and the 
quick response of Regional District staff to relocate 
reception services and first and second floor staff 
to the boardroom. Board meetings were held at the 
Ramada Hotel in December, then at The Exploration 
Place Museum in January 2007.

Five-year funding contracts for the eight funded 
cultural and heritage sites in the region began in 
2006.   The funded cultural and heritage sites include 

the Mackenzie Museum, Huble Homestead Historic 
Site, Two Rivers Gallery, The Exploration Place, the 
Central B.C. Railway & Forestry Museum, the Whistle 
Stop Gallery, the Valley Museum and Archives and 
the Valemount Museum.  The Regional District is 
seen as a leader in its funding of cultural and heritage 
sites due to the stability provided to the agencies 
looking after the sites and the cooperative working 
relationships between agencies.

The Regional District won a Heritage BC Award of 
Recognition for its Cultural Plan in 2008.  The Golden 
Raven Cultural Attractions marketing program was 
launched that same year.  Initially limited to the eight 
funded cultural sites, the program now includes 
Barkerville Historic Town and Fort St. James National 
Historic Site, both of whom pay to participate.

The Robson Valley Community Centre opened for 
business in the spring of 2008.   The Centre features 
post and beam architecture with vaulted ceilings 
and artisan crafted natural elements to create an 
impressive and comfortable space. With seating 
for 360, a stage, dance floor, kitchen and A/V 
system, the hall provides all the amenities for family 
events, business meetings, conferences, training, 
performances and tradeshows.

The Exploration Place in Prince George, a Golden Raven 
Cultural Attraction

IT staff cleaning 
computers after 
2006 flood at 
155 George 
Street

Robson Valley Community Centre
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Current Regional District building on George Street
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The Shelley Riverbank Erosion Protection Service 
was established to fund a Fraser River bank 
armouring project for the protection of the Shelley 
townsite area.  The project, including re-vegetation, 
site cleanup, and off-site habitat compensation 
works was completed in 2010.

Four community sewer system services were 
constructed to replace aging individual septic 
systems.  Bendixon accommodates 17 homes, 
Buckhorn accommodates 46 homes and West Lake 
accommodates 28 homes.  The newest system is 
the Summit Lake Community sewer system, which 
has been operational since 2011.  It is comprised 
of two separate systems that provide wastewater 
treatment: the Adams Road Community Sewer 
Service, which serves thirty-five properties, and the 
Tallus Road Community Sewer Service, which serves 
thirty-seven properties. 

A new Beaverly Fire Hall was constructed and 
officially opened in June 2010 by MLA for Prince 

Sewer system construction at Summit Lake

Sunset at Summit Lake

Beaverly Fire Hall



George-Valemount Shirley Bond, Regional District 
Area C Director Lara Beckett and Beaverly Fire 
Rescue Chief Bruce Perrin.

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George assumed 
the operation of the Vanway Transfer 
Station and the Quinn Street Recycle Depot 
in May 2013 from the City of Prince George, 
which allowed better integration of these 
operations into the services provided under 
the Regional Solid Waste Management 
Plan.  

The Regional District established 9-1-1 
emergency call-taking service in 1991 which 
covered the entire Regional District, the 
Cluculz Lake area of the Bulkley-Nechako 
Regional District and the northern portion of 
the Cariboo Regional District including the 
City of Quesnel.  Over the past few years 
the service was expanded to include the 
southern portion of the Cariboo Regional 
District, the Regional District of Kitimat-
Stikine and all of the Regional District 
of Bulkley-Nechako. Now over 210,000 

residents within each of the four Regional 
Districts as well as the travelling public have 
access to the emergency 9-1-1 service. 

In 2014 the 9-1-1 call answer service was 
transferred to the E-Comm centre in Vancouver.  
Calls are dispatched to agency dispatchers in 
Prince George and Kamloops who dispatch 
police officers, firefighters and paramedics to 
emergency situations.  The E-Comm centre is 
able to deliver increased staffing during sudden 
influxes of high 9-1-1 call volumes and provides 
a robust infrastructure and layers of redundancy 
for the service, all at a significant cost savings.

Text with 9-1-1 was introduced to the northern 
interior in 2016.  The service allows people who 
are deaf, deaf-blind, hard-of-hearing or speech 
impaired to contact 9-1-1 through a specialized 
text service.

The East Line Community Facilities service was 
established in 2014 to provide for the operation 
and maintenance of community facilities to 
serve communities along the East Line.  The 
East Line Activity Centre is attached to the 
new Giscome Elementary School and hosts 
community events and sports.   In addition to 
the school, the centre features a playground, 

daycare, library, high speed Internet access, 
gymnasium and meeting room.  The joint venture 
between the Regional District and School District 
#57 serves Giscome, Willow River and Upper Fraser.

RDFFG Area F Willow River –Upper Fraser Director Kevin Dunphy 
at the opening of the East Line Activity Centre
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Regional District staff in the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC)

9-1-1 Call Centre



The Regional District won a Community Project 
Award in 2015 for the Robson Valley Region marketing 
campaign from the B.C. Economic Development 
Association.  The campaign was launched in 2013 
to promote economic opportunities in the Robson 
Valley Region.

The Lheidli T’enneh First Nation and the Regional 
District of Fraser-Fort George signed an agreement 
in April 2015 whereby the Regional District provides 
fire protection services to the south side of the 
Lheidli T’enneh lands adjacent to Shelley. The fire 
protection services are provided through the Shell-

Glen Volunteer Fire/Rescue in a fee for service 
agreement that will span five years.

Prince George hosted the 2015 Canada Winter 
Games from February 13 to March 1.  The Regional 
District was an official funding party and a presenting 
sponsor of the opening ceremonies.  

In 2016 the Regional District purchased 521 Main 
Street in McBride as the new home for the Valley 
Museum and the McBride library, following an assent 
vote that saw 62 per cent of the votes cast in favour 
of the move.
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New home of the McBride Library and Valley Museum and Archives

Current RDFFG 
Chair Art Kaehn 
speaking 
during the 
announcement 
of funding for 
the Otway 
Nordic Centre 
in Prince 
George

RDFFG officials, Lheidli T’enneh First Nation members and Shell-
Glen Fire Department volunteers pose after the signing of the 
agreement



The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is a 
federation of electoral areas and municipalities who 
have a proud tradition of working together to take 
advantage of or create opportunities that benefit the 
region and rallying together to support each other 
where challenges have arisen that threaten the well-
being of our partners.

We provide the political forum for representation of 
regional residents and communities.  This enables 
partnerships among and between our participating 
jurisdictions to provide more than 90 local government 
services ranging from region-wide services like 9-1-1 
and Solid Waste Management to local services such 
as Fire Protection and Land Use Regulation.

It’s difficult to tell what may be in store for the next 
50 years.  In the meantime, the Regional District 
is focused on delivering services that respond to 
challenges and opportunities in areas like climate 
change, community sustainability, economic 
diversification, First Nations Relations and solid 
waste management. 

We are proud of the role we have played in developing 
this region over the past 50 years and look forward to 
continuing to serve our residents for years to come.
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Former Regional District employee Gord Simmons drew this pencil drawing in 2009.  It depicts buildings and natural features 
throughout the region including the Mackenzie Tree Crusher, Powder King, the beehive burner at Penny, Mt. Robson, the Tabor Lake 

weed harvester, the Willow River store and Fraser River.
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