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IN THIS EDITION, WE WILL RECAP
SOME OF THE PROJECTS AND
INITIATIVES WE’VE BEEN WORKING ON
WITHIN THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF
FRASER-FORT GEORGE.

WELCOME TO THE REGIONAL REPORT,

a regular newsletter designed to keep residents aware of programs, initiatives and
events underway in the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George. If you have comments,
feedback or ideas for articles to be featured in future editions of Regional Report,
please email us at district@rdffg.bc.ca, call 1-800-667-1959 or write to us at:
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George, 155 George St., Prince George, B.C., V2L 1P8

A NEW WASTE DIVERSION PROGRAM

Commercial Cardboard
Diversion at the
Foothills Boulevard
Regional Landfill
50TH ANNIVERSARY

Effective July 1, 2017

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
was established in 1967. To celebrate the
50th Anniversary, the Board of Directors is
taking its meetings on the road, to meet
with local elected officials, stakeholders
and the general public:

For more information please visit
sortsmart.ca or call 250.960.4400

McBride............... May 18
Valemount............ July 20
Mackenzie............ September 21

Credit: Mandy McMinn

Cardboard is one of the most easily
recyclable materials and beginning July 1
the Regional District will implement a
small surcharge for businesses discarding
cardboard at the Foothills Boulevard
Regional Landfill.
The move is part of the Waste Diversion
Strategy approved by the Regional District in
2016 to minimize the amount of recyclable
materials discarded at the landfill as way to
extend the life of that facility.
There’s a significant amount of cardboard
coming into the landfill every day that could
easily go elsewhere, and with approximately
60% of the waste coming from the
commercial sector, the Regional District
is implementing the cardboard diversion
program aimed at the commercial sector. It
does not apply to residential customers.
Businesses can arrange to rent cardboard
bins and have their cardboard taken to a
recycler. Smaller businesses who may not
be able to afford that can take small loads of

cardboard to a number of collection points
in Prince George.
Cardboard will still be accepted at the
Foothills Landfill, but beginning in July
the Regional District will be phasing in a
surcharge for commercial customers with
cardboard loads based on weight and make
up of the load.
The Regional District is reaching out to
commercial users of the Foothills Landfill to
educate them about options for cardboard
disposal and how the diversion program will
work. The Regional District is phasing in the
program over the next several months, with
a focus on educating the commercial sector
about the changes so they have time to
pursue what options may suit them best.

For more details about the commercial
cardboard diversion program, visit
www.sortsmart.ca

www.rdffg.bc.ca

NORGROW COMPOST – Ready for Sale!
On April 17th the Regional District held
the 3rd annual Compost Give Away event
at the Foothills Boulevard Regional Landfill.
There were just under 300 vehicles through
the site during the 3 hour event. The event
was well received and people were very
generous with their non-perishable food
donations for St. Vincent de Paul.
NorGrow sales have been underway since
the 1st of April and the demand is growing
as we move into the start of gardening
season. NorGrow is a soil amendment
produced at the Foothills Boulevard
Regional Landfill centralized composting
facility. Residents drop off leaves, grass
clippings, tree prunings, and shrubs which is
then composted to produce NorGrow.
The composting process involves grinding

the yard waste and laying it out in windrows.
The rows are turned once a week for seven
weeks and it is monitored for temperature
and moisture each day. When the active
composting cycle is complete the compost
is screened and samples taken for analysis.
The compost is analyzed in accordance with
Ministry of Environment criteria. Compost
which meets the provincial criteria is then
ready for sale. Laboratory analysis results
are available upon request.
As a soil amendment NorGrow is an
excellent source of organic matter and
improves plant growth by enhancing the
soils physical properties. For example, when
NorGrow is added to a sandy soil, it increase
the water retention capacity of the soil
resulting in less watering. When NorGrow

is rototilled into a clay soil, the variable size
breaks up the tight clay bond and allows air
and water to get to the plant roots. NorGrow
also provides a source of energy to beneficial
soil organisms, and enriches the reservoir of
soil nutrients.
NorGrow compost is available for purchase
from the Foothills Boulevard Regional
Landfill. Compost loading is 11am to 6pm
each day (except Wednesdays) and 10am
to 4pm on statutory holidays. NorGrow is
also for sale at the McBride & Valemount
Regional Transfer Stations (bring a shovel).

For more information visit the
RDFFG website or call Environmental
Services at the Regional District office,
250-964-4400

KRISTIAN WINTHER Regional Park
Kristian Winther Regional Park is located on the
south shore of the Salmon River, 30 kilometres
north of Prince George, via the Hart Highway 97.
The park is 70 acres in size and has two short
loop trails that travel along the Salmon River and
back through some new growth forest. The park
also features two acres of lawn for you to enjoy
a game, a group gathering or just spend some
time with family.

Kristian Winther Regional Park has experienced
some erosion along the trail beside the Salmon
River this spring. The Regional District’s parks
crew is currently working on repairing this
damage by re-routing the trail further from the
river bank.
All Regional Parks are now open. Please
visit the RDFFG webpage for information
and locations of all regional parks.

The Regional District recently hosted a provincial meeting of B.C. 9-1-1 service providers in
conjunction with Prince George Fire Rescue Service. The meeting included dispatch staff from 9-1-1,
police, fire, ambulance and local government agencies. The group of 26 attendees visited the North
District RCMP dispatch centre, learned about best practices and shared successes and challenges
related to training and recruitment. A speaker from the B.C. Children and Families Hearing Society
spoke to the group about the recently introduced Text with 9-1-1 service.

BUILDING INSPECTION – Call Us Before You Start
The goal of the Building Inspection department is to ensure the health, safety and protection
of persons and property by confirming that buildings and their systems generally conform to
relevant bylaws, the B.C. Building Code and other applicable standards.
But before you start building, check with the Regional District. Planning staff can check on
the zoning for your area, service centre staff can provide a list of requirements for your project
and refer you to other agencies where necessary. And our building inspectors can help answer
your technical questions.
Building Inspection provides interim spot checks on the construction stages in accordance
with the BC Building Code and building plans that have been submitted for a permit. A permit
is required for construction, alteration, repair or demolition of a building or structure, building
relocations, masonry fireplaces and solid fuel burning appliances and chimneys, as well as,
plumbing systems.
The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George provides a building inspection service within its
electoral areas and by contract to the Village of McBride.

For more information please visit:
http://www.rdffg.bc.ca/services/development/building-inspection/permit-required
Building permit inquiries, requesting inspections and BC Building Code advice is provided at
the Regional District offices in Prince George, McBride and Valemount.
Prince George area Building Inspectors are available Monday to Friday, 8am to 5pm, at the
Regional District’s Prince George office and are also available to answer technical building
code questions when the Robson Valley Region offices are closed.

Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
155 George Street, Prince George
Phone: 250-960-4400
Fax: 250-562-8676
Toll free in BC: 1-800-667-1959
Email: district@rdffg.bc.ca
For construction in the Robson and Canoe
Valley Region a Building Inspector is
available at the offices listed below. This
area includes all of Electoral Area ‘H’
Village of McBride Public Works Office
Wednesdays 10:00am to 4:00pm
600 Frontage Road
Phone: 250-569-4211
Email: building@rdffg.bc.ca
Village of Valemount Office
735 Cranberry Lake Road
Phone: 250-566-4435
Fax: 250-566-4249
Email: building@rdffg.bc.ca
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Plan to attend your local
museums, galleries and
historic sites this summer!
There are 10 attractions
marketed under the Golden
Raven brand.

•
•
•
•
•

Mackenzie Museum
Huble Homestead Historic Site
Two Rivers Gallery
The Exploration Place
Science Centre & Museum
Central B.C. Railway &
Forestry Museum
Barkerville Historic Town
Fort St. James National Historic Site
Valley Museum & Archives – McBride
Whistle Stop Gallery – McBride
Valemount Museum & Archives

Most are open by the May long weekend,
with the exception of Fort St. James National
Historic Site, which opens June 1st, with
free admission all summer. The Valemount
Museum, located in a restored 1914 train
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en.ca
station, is also
www.goldenrav
offering free
admission during
July to celebrate
Canada’s 150th
Anniversary. Visit
www.goldenraven.ca
for money-saving
coupons, events and
more information
on all the attractions.
A GOLDEN RAVEN
EXPERIENCE
The Golden Raven
brochure with coupons
is also available at the
10 attractions and visitor information centres
throughout the region.
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www.rdffg.bc.ca

Be notified about emergency events by signing
up to the Emergency Alerting and Notification
Program on the Regional District’s website.
This system will enable you to be connected and
informed with critical information quickly during
an emergency situation, such as a forest fire.
Follow us on Facebook to know when the
Regional District will be launching the selfregistration page.

COMING SOON

Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is
committed to safeguarding our communities
through the provision of emergency management
and preparedness.

BURNING Regulations
The Regional District wishes to advise
residents to be aware of provincial
regulations before conducting any burning.
It is important to check with the appropriate
ministry to avoid fines.
The Ministry of Environment Burning
Requirements Fact Sheet provides a
comprehensive summary on the topic
including why burning is of concern, how
burning is regulated, compliance and
enforcement, etc. www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/

gov/environment/waste-management/
garbage/fs_burning_req.pdf
Resources available from the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations:

• The Fire Categories poster identifies
the responsibilities an individual must
take when burning and identifies
when a burn registrations number
is required www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/
gov/public-safety-and-emergencyservices/wildfire-status/fire-bansand-restrictions/ofr_poster_-_email_
distribution_72dpi_no_bleeds.pdf

ABOUT US
The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is
home to over 93,000 residents and covers 52,000
square kilometers in central British Columbia –
an area almost as large as the province of Nova
Scotia. It extends from the Pine Pass in the
north to Hixon in the south, and from Bednesti
Lake west of Prince George to the Alberta border.
As a local government, the Regional District

• The Industrial and Resource Management Burning Fact Sheet provides details about
Category 3 open fires (i.e. fires that require a burn registration number).
www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/wildfire-status/
fire-bans-and-restrictions/bcws_resourcemgmt.pdf

Suggested Sites:
Provincial Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation webpage www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-pollution/smoke-burning/regulations/
openburningregulation provides a general summary and important information about open
burning including the Burning Requirements Fact Sheet www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/
environment/waste-management/garbage/fs_burning_req.pdf that covers why burning is
of concern, how burning is regulated, compliance and enforcement, etc.
Provincial Fire Bans and Restrictions webpage www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/
wildfire-status/fire-bans-and-restrictions provides information about when a Burn
Registration number is required and if there are any burn bans or restrictions in place.
And remember, the Regional District provides waste diversion alternatives to burning. Please
visit www.rdffg.bc.ca/services/environment/waste-reduction/overview-15 for information
on our composting and recycling services.

is accountable to the residents of the region.
Services provided include fire protection, 9-1-1
emergency services, solid waste management,
community sewer and water systems, land use
planning, cultural and recreational services and
parks. Total operating expenditures in 2016
were $36.7 million.
The governing board of the Regional District

has fourteen directors: four appointed by the
City of Prince George from its council, one
appointed by each of the councils of the District
of Mackenzie, Village of McBride and Village
of Valemount, and seven directors elected
from within each of the seven electoral areas
covering the unincorporated portions of the
Regional District.

