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How FIRESMART is
your Home?

SALE OF LANDFILL GAS
to FortisBC Receives Elector Approval

FireSmarting your property will dramatically
decrease the risk of wildfire burning down
your home. The best part is, it's surprisingly
easy to do. Check out this list of the top 10
ways to FireSmart your home.

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George has received elector approval to enter into a 20-year
agreement to have FortisBC purchase raw landfill gas from the Foothills Boulevard Regional
Landfill to purify and inject it into the natural gas distribution system as Renewable Natural Gas
(RNG). As part of the agreement, FortisBC will finance, construct and operate the plant required
to process the raw landfill gas for injection into their system. The RDFFG will continue its role in
being responsible for upgrades and maintenance to the landfill gas collection system to ensure
it will meet its obligations for quantity and quality of gas to be supplied through the agreement.
The RDFFG is slated to receive between $75,000-$145,000 annually from FortisBC for the
supply of landfill gas.

1. Conduct a full FireSmart assessment of
your home and property.
2. Develop a wildfire evacuation plan with
your household.
3. Take inventory of what kind of trees grow
on your property. Some types are more
flammable, like pine, while others are
more fire resistant, like birch and aspen.
4. Make sure everyone in your family knows
where the gas, electric, and water main
shut-offs are.
5. Assess your roof and chimney. Is the roof
clean? Do you have a spark arrestor? A
clean, protected roof greatly improves the
chance of an entire structure surviving.
6. Clean your roof and gutters of leaves,
debris and pine needles.
7. Trim or prune any trees or vegetation that
overhang your roof.
8. Keep your grass cut to less than 10 cm.
9. Move firewood 10-30 meters from your
home.
10.Relocate propane tanks 10-30 meters
from your home.

Visit firesmartcanada.ca to
download the FireSmart Home
Assessment and work towards a
FireSmart home

Now that elector approval has been given,
the RDFFG and FortisBC will seek to finalize
the agreement subject to approval by the
British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC).

NORGROW Gardening Contest
Did you know that compost is Mother Nature’s way of recycling? It transforms organic waste
material like leaves, grass clippings and yard trimmings into a dark, rich soil conditioner.

If you use the RDFFG’s NorGrow Compost visit out our Facebook page
to show off your lawn or garden for a chance to win!

9-1-1: Planning for the FUTURE
The RDFFG’s 9-1-1 Service provides call taking, transfer of calls to the appropriate agency, and coordinated fire/rescue dispatch and radio
communication services. Operating out of the Fire Operations Communications Centre (FOCC), currently located in Prince George Fire Hall #1,
dispatch services are provided for 81 fire/rescue departments across BC, including many rural and remote areas. Services are provided on a cost
recovery basis to over 210,000 residents within the following regional districts and their member municipalities:
• Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
• Cariboo Regional District
• Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine

• Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
• Regional District of Central Kootenay
(four agencies in the Creston area)

Technology is changing fast and the demands on our 9-1-1 system are growing. That’s why changes are planned to ensure our 9-1-1 service of
tomorrow continues to have the reliability and dependability of the service trusted today. Over the next few years, the following improvements are
planned:
• Relocation of the primary FOCC to the new Prince George Fire Hall #1 (under construction)
• Development of a backup FOCC to improve 9-1-1 system redundancy
• Enhanced emergency operations contingency planning
• Improved business quality assurance based on NFPA Standards and accepted industry
best-practices
Development of a new primary FOCC site and a purpose-built, real-time backup facility ensures
our ability to support 9-1-1 call answer and fire/rescue dispatch services in the future, leveraging
the opportunity created by the City of Prince George’s construction of a new Fire Hall #1.
At the same time, major changes to the 9-1-1 system are needed as technologies and public
expectations have evolved. The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission
(CRTC) mandates that 9-1-1 service providers upgrade to Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1) by
2023, which is the replacement of the current Enhanced 9-1-1 system.

Conceptual drawings for the backup FOCC site

Concurrently developing the FOCC primary and back-up sites provides opportunities to reduce overall cost, create resilience and ensure both sites
are designed to meet current and future public safety requirements. Making these changes now rather than replicating the existing configuration
is practical and cost effective. The total project budget is approximately $5 million, with $3 million proposed to come from borrowing, subject to
elector approval within the RDFFG (9-1-1 service partners are not being asked to contribute beyond the terms of their service agreements).

MEET YOU THERE!

Tire RECYCLING

Visit Northern Routes - a network of 10
cultural attractions within the RDFFG and
surrounding area.

Ever wonder what happens to tires when they are recycled?

There’s is always something exciting to do
at our museums, galleries and heritage sites.

Check out northernroutes.ca or
find us on Facebook & Instagram
#meetyouther

ABOUT
RDFFG

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is home to over 93,000
residents and covers 52,000 km2 in central BC, extending from the Pine Pass
in the north to Hixon in the south, and from Bednesti Lake west to the Alberta border.

As a local government, the RDFFG is accountable to the residents of the region. Services provided include fire protection, 9-1-1
emergency services, solid waste management, community sewer and water systems, land use planning, cultural and recreational
services and parks. Total operating expenditures in 2017 were $36.65 million.
The governing board of the Regional District has 14 directors: four appointed by the City of Prince George from its council, one appointed by each of the
councils of the District of Mackenzie, Village of McBride and Village of Valemount, and seven directors elected from within each of the seven electoral areas
covering the unincorporated portions of the Regional District.
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