ISSUE 40 - May 2022

Dunster

THE REGIONAL

REPORT

A quarterly update on the
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George’s
programs, initiatives & events

Development Services
REGIONAL AGRICULTURE STRATEGY
The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is planting the seeds to build its first Regional Agriculture Strategy. The strategy will
focus on supporting agriculture and farming in the region and identify action-oriented goals, practical solutions and actions to
address existing and potential issues and opportunities.
“A Regional Agriculture Strategy will help us strengthen farming and contribute to the long-term sustainability of agriculture within
the region,” says Kenna Jonkman, General Manager of Development Services with the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George. “It
will be a tool to foster greater communication and collaboration between the Regional District, Indigenous Nations, the agricultural
community, and provincial agencies in undertaking actions to support agriculture in the region,” says Jonkman.
According to a 2019 report from Northern Development Initiative Trust, there are approximately 1,900 farms producing livestock
and 1,734 engaged in crop production in Northern BC. These cover a great deal of land and support many related businesses and
sectors including equipment retailers and manufacturers, as well as gravel, peat and feed suppliers.
Through the development of the strategy, the Regional District will:
• Provide a baseline of information regarding the existing agricultural sector in the region
• Identify strengths and limitations, opportunities, aspirations and results (SOAR) of agriculture in the region
• Identify action-oriented goals, practical solutions and actions to strengthen agriculture in the region
• Integrate and identify external organizations that are best positioned to implement or support goals and actions
• Identify a plan for implementation with recommendations regarding priority of goals and actions
• Identify key performance indicators to be used to measure performance of plan implementation
The development of the plan is funded in part by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Government of British Columbia through
programs delivered by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC.

For more information on this project, visit rdffg.bc.ca/agriculture

BUILDING FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM DEADLINE

`

Vibrant commercial properties can attract new customers, visitors and investors, so
with funding from Northern Development Initiative Trust, the Regional District has
launched the Business Façade Improvement Program. Electoral area businesses can
apply for a 50% reimbursement grant, up to a maximum of $5,000, to complete
exterior improvements.
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For more information, visit rdffg.bc.ca and apply before the
May 31 deadline

Public Safety
FIRESMART EDUCATION & AWARENESS
This summer the Regional District is continuing its efforts to reduce the risk from wildfire in our region. Working with FireSmart BC,
the goal is to educate homeowners and share critical information about wildfire prevention and mitigation.
There are simple things homeowners can do to ensure their properties are FireSmart. The best place to start is the non-combustible
zone – the first 1.5 metres immediately surrounding the home, attached garage, decks or patios. Regular maintenance, cleaning out
the crevices where needles and debris build up and removing all fuel sources, will leave nothing for embers to ignite.

For more tips to reduce the risk of wildfire affecting your property, visit FireSmartBC.ca

PUBLIC ALERTING SYSTEM
The first week of May marks Emergency Preparedness Week in Canada and the Regional
District is encouraging electoral area residents to sign up for the Public Alerting System.
The Public Alerting System is an emergency notification system that allows the
Regional District to quickly communicate important information during emergencies
within the electoral areas. Emergency alerts are delivered via text and voice calls
for threats to public safety like severe weather, wildfire, floods and other events that
may impact residents. The system also provides notifications of evacuation alerts or
orders that may be in put into effect for an area.

Visit rdffg.bc.ca to sign up for the Public Alerting System

Community Services
REC CENTRE PROJECT UPDATE

Development Services
BC ENERGY STEP CODE

The project to replace the chiller systems
at the Robson Valley Recreation Centre in
McBride is progressing. Aging systems
are being upgraded to improve safety, as
well as reduce energy consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Regional District has adopted the BC
Energy Step Code, which came into effect
at the beginning of April.
The Step Code is a provincial regulation
that local governments may use to require
energy efficiency in new construction that
goes above and beyond the requirements
of the soon-to-be updated BC Building
Code.

For more details, call Building
Inspection at 250-960-4400 or
visit energystepcode.ca

ABOUT
RDFFG

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is home to over 94,000
residents and covers 52,000 km2 in central BC, extending from the Pine Pass
in the north to Hixon in the south, and from Bednesti Lake west to the Alberta border.

As a local government, the RDFFG is accountable to the residents of the region. Services provided include fire protection, 9-1-1
emergency services, solid waste management, community sewer and water systems, land use planning, cultural and recreational services and parks.
Total operating expenditures in 2017 were $36.65 million.
The governing board of the Regional District has 14 directors: four appointed by the City of Prince George from its council, one appointed by each of the councils
of the District of Mackenzie, Village of McBride and Village of Valemount, and seven directors elected from within each of the seven electoral areas covering the
unincorporated portions of the Regional District.
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