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The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George has been approached by some property owners living
along Lambertus Road to look into the feasibility of extending the natural gas distribution line into this
area so that property owners could have access to natural gas. The project would involve FortisBC
extending the existing distribution line and providing associated services to properties in the area.
The Regional District’s role would be to pay for the cost of the natural gas distribution line extension
and to recover the capital cost from the benefitting property owners over a period of time on their
annual property taxes.
Historically, the Regional District has facilitated the feasibility study process by holding public
meetings to provide information and a forum for property owners to ask questions. Due to COVID
restrictions there are challenges around holding public meetings so the purpose of this mailout is to
advise you of the proposal and to give you, as a property owner, the opportunity to provide feedback
and ask questions.

PROJECT DETAILS
Service Area
Currently the closest natural gas distribution line is at Ness Lake/Chief Lake Road. This proposal is
to have an extension run from Ness Lake Road down Airpark and Lambertus Roads. All the
properties along Airpark and Lambertus Roads would have the opportunity to benefit from this
extension by being able to then connect to the FortisBC distribution line for natural gas service to
their properties. Therefore, all properties along Airpark and Lambertus roads would be considered
part of the taxable service area. (See attached map) The properties within the service area would be
equally paying the capital costs of extending the natural gas distribution line. There are 22
properties within the service area.
Costs
FortisBC has estimated the property owners’ contribution to the capital cost to extend the distribution
line at approximately $140,000 if installed in 2021. The Regional District would borrow the funds to
pay for the capital cost of extending the natural gas distribution line over a term of 15 years. The
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Regional District would then collect back the cost of the borrowing from the property owners in the
service area.
As a property owner you would have a choice of how you repay the capital cost, either by:
1. Having a parcel tax added to your property taxes each year for a term of 15 years. This cost
would be approximately $570.00 per year, OR
2. By paying for the capital cost up-front in one lump sum and NOT have the additional cost added to

the annual property taxes over the 15-year term. For those choosing this option, the lump sum
prepayment is expected to be approximately $6,500.

Process to Approve Natural Gas Distribution Line Extension
With this small service area of 22 properties, the Regional District would be utilizing the petition
process to obtain elector assent (property owner’s approval) to proceed with this natural gas
distribution line extension project. It is expected that the Regional District will be mailing all property
owners in the service area a Petition Form specific to their property. The Petition Form would identify
the annual cost of the proposed service to be recovered by a parcel tax. If you are in favour of this
proposal, you would complete the petition form and return it to the Regional District. If you are not in
favour, you do not need to take any action.
It is important for property owners in favour of the project to have all property owners on title sign the
Petition Form and return the signed Petition Form to the Regional District as soon as possible.
Elector assent would require more than 50% of the property owners and must represent more than
50% of the assessed property value for the service area. This project could not be considered
further without elector assent.

Accessing Natural Gas Service – Who does what?
Regional District responsibilities:
 Complete the administrative process for establishing a taxable service to pay for the capital
costs of extending the natural gas distribution line; and
 Arrange for the capital cost to be paid back by property owners.
FortisBC responsibilities:
 Construct and install the distribution line, including road work and the installation of a
temporary remote meter at each property line along the road frontage; and
 Be available to property owners for property owner questions regarding connecting to the gas
line and FortisBC grant programs.
Property Owner’s immediate responsibilities:
 Communicate with the Regional District if you would like clarification on the project proposal;
 Communicate with FortisBC if you have questions regarding future connection; and
 Once you have received the Petition Form and if you are in favour of the project, complete and
sign the Petition Form and return to the Regional District as soon as possible.
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Property Owner’s responsibilities if project is approved:
 Install a simple wooden structure at the property line for the temporary remote meter to be
mounted to*;
 Arrange for the trenching, gas-line-installation, and backfill of the trench from the remote meter
to your house, this can be done by yourself*, or you can pay FortisBC to do it*, or you can hire
a contractor*;
 Establish personal account with FortisBC for future billing of natural gas*; and
 Purchase or convert your appliances such as furnaces and hot water tanks to utilize natural
gas as a fuel source*.
*These costs are not eligible to be financed through the Regional District and cannot be added to the property owner’s
property taxes.

Timelines
The timeline for the extension of the natural gas distribution line would be subject to how quickly the
service could be established and key to that is how quickly property owner’s who are in favour of the
project return the completed/signed Petition Forms. Provided there is sufficient support for the
project, the Regional District would proceed with the administrative process, anticipated to take
several months due to the requirement for Regional District Board and Provincial approvals. The
sooner the completed, signed petitions are returned, the sooner the project administrative
requirements can move forward. If there is sufficient support for this proposal, if would be preferred
to have the extension of the natural gas line completed by the end of 2021 so that property owners
would be able to utilize natural gas as a fuel source for the winter of 2021/22.

Contact Information:
For further information regarding the project (including the feasibility study) and to ask any questions
please contact:
Cindy Paton, Community Services Leader
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George
250-960-4463, cpaton@rdffg.bc.ca
For information on rebates for natural gas appliances, please access the Fortis BC website:
https://www.fortisbc.com/rebates-and-energy-savings/rebates-and-offers?l=
To speak to a FortisBC representative about the temporary remote meter wooden structure you
would be responsible to provide, or how you would arrange for connection of your property to the
natural gas line once the extension of the distribution line was completed please contact:
Peter Hill, Sales Manager
FortisBC
250-868-4583, peter.hill@fortisbc.com
To speak with a local community champion for this project, please contact:
Percy Dergez
250-552-0311, pdergez_nlvfd@xplornet.ca
It is important to note, that this project could not be considered further without sufficient support (elector assent
obtained through the petition process) from property owners within the proposed service area.
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